
           
 
Erasmus+, visit in ZSE, Kielce 

By Sofia Borges, Cinel Porto 

 

Our first Erasmus+ mobility took place in Poland in a town called Kielce. Kielce is a city in south-

central of Poland, with 204.891 inhabitants. 

The city is located in the center of the Holy Cross Mountains (Góry Świętokrzyskie) on the 

banks of the Silnica River, just north of the historical Voivodeship of Lesser Poland. It was an 

important limestone extraction center. It is a city that is roughly two hours by car from the capital 

Warsaw. 

In Kielce we stayed in a dormitory together with the other students of Erasmus+ who came from 

Seville, Spain. In this dormitory there were also Polish students from several schools. 

On Wednesday, our first day, in the morning we went to a school to get to know the facilities where 

we would spend all our mornings. In the afternoon we went for a walk around the city centre of 

Kielceso we can be oriented in local area and know tourists’ attractions of the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday morning we had several les sons, including electricity workshop and an example of 

procedures of a vocational exam in electronics 

OnThursdayafternoon all the students from Erasmus+ mobility and some more Polish students 

wentby car for a trip to Checiny visiting acastle. 

 



           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday morning we went to school to have this classes: Information Technology, Vocational 

English and some practical exercises. 

 

On Fridayafternoonwe went for a trip toSaint CrossMountains,visiting monastery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, beforewe arrived at the monastery, we had to climb a mountain with about 550 meters of 

altitude. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monastery “ Goloborze” 

 

 



           
 
On Saturday we had a free day,so we decided to visit the historic site from WWII : a Nazi 

concentration camps in Auschwitz; the camps were: Auschwitz-Birkenau and Auschwitz.  The visit to 

Auschwitz was not a tour or anything that looks like a tour, it was the most interesting place in which 

I have ever been. It is a place with a lot of a history and gave us a better notion of what happened 

during the Second World War. 

I feel that I learned much more during thatvisit and experienced of what happened between 1940 

and1945 in the three Nazi camps in Poland. It was by far a rewarding experience in terms of 

knowledge. 

In our free time, we tried to relate to our Erasmus+ colleagues as well as the Polish students, we also 

tried to enjoy our time to maximum and to get to know the city better, exploring the streets and 

buildings that where there. 

 

In relation to the others historical visits we had, I must emphasize that they all taught me a lot; 

 the Saint Cross Monastery, the Checiny castle and all the others were of great interest and increased 

myknowledge about Poland. 

 

I must also emphasize that we were well received, taking into consideration the fact that most of 

Polish peopledidn ́t speak English, what made the visit more complicated in terms of communication. 

This can also be said that the food in Poland does not compare to our Portuguese food, it was 

noticed a small effort on the part of kitchen workers to try to please us but there could have been a 

greatereffort in relation to the food because they already knew that they would have visits and have 

tried to find a menu that was adapted to us. 

We learned a new culture, a new way of living, a new food, a new way of being, 

what increased our knowledge.  We met new people and learned elements of a new language. 

I have to highlight the kindness of all the teachers who received us in their classes and who 

really made a great effort to make us all try to understand what they meant and who tried theirbest 

to explain the subject they were giving and to keep us always integrated in the class. 

There was even a teacher who had a great generosity because he allowed us to go to his house 

for a barbecue even not knowing us from anywhere, he welcomed us from the bottom of his 

heart. I will never forget his generosity. 

In conclusion of this report I would like to thankfor all that they have done for us and for practically 

everyone’s kindness. 


