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A cultural trip to Krakow  
by Bożena Legenc 

 
1. The Wawel Cathedral is a Roman Catholic church located on Wawel Hill in Kraków, Poland. More than 

900 years old, it is the Polish national sanctuary and traditionally has served as coronation site of the 

Polish monarchs as well as the Cathedral of the Archdiocese of Kraków. The current, Gothic cathedral, 

is the third edifice on this site: the first was constructed and destroyed in the 11th century; the second 

one, constructed in the 12th century, was destroyed by a fire in 1305. The construction of the current 

one began in the 14th century on the orders of bishop Nanker. 

http://www.katedra-wawelska.pl/en/ 

Admission to  the Wawel Cathedral, (only)free of charge. 

Other attractions are by tickets, e.c. Royal Thombs and Graves, Sigismund’s Bell. 

           Source: www.inyourpocket.com 

2. The Royal Castle 

The renaissance Royal Castle where lived the Kings of Poland and Royal Families when Krakow was the 

capital of Poland. Wawel is a limestone hill in the centre of Krakow upon the Vistula River with a 

complex of impressive historical monuments of unique historical and artistic values. This extraordinary 

sanctuary determines the Poles’ identity, is their national and cultural symbol. Wawel used to be the 

seat of Polish rulers, their necropolis and place where the Polish history took shape. 

 

The Wawel Chakra a place on Wawel hill in Kraków in Poland which is believed to emanate powerful 

spiritual energy. Adherents believe it to be one of the world's main centers of spiritual energy The 

Wawel Chakra is said to be one of a few select places of immense power on Earth, which, like a chakra 

point in the human body, allegedly functions as part of an (esoteric) energetic system within Earth. 

  
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wawel_Chakra 

 

http://www.katedra-wawelska.pl/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wawel_Chakra
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Today the palace interiors include five exhibitions presenting the museum collections of the Wawel 

Royal Castle: “State Rooms,” “Royal Private Apartments,” “Oriental Art,” “Crown Treasury,” “Armoury” 

and “The Lost Wawel.” 

 

The rooms on the 1st floor featured mainly private royal apartments, and rooms for the court’s retinue 

and guests. The most valuable set of exhibits consists of the Renaissance tapestries woven around 

1550 at the commission of King Sigismund Augustus. They were made in the workshops of Brussels 

weavers according to the patterns by Michiel Coxcie, an excellent painter. The collection currently 

includes 138 items, and is the largest and most valuable set of fabrics in Europe. 

 

 source: https://erasmusu.com – 9540 

 

The rooms on the 2nd floor were of representative nature and were used for various court ceremonies. 

They are mostly Renaissance in style. 

 

 Source: https://tropter.com  

 

The most famous interior of the palace is the Envoys’ Room, also known as the Under the Heads 

Room. From the old ceiling with sculptures made by Sebastian Tauerbach, a wood carver, about 1540, 

only 30 sculpted human heads (out of the original number 194) were preserved. It was one of the 

most beautiful Renaissance ceilings in Europe. 
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Source: https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo/wawel-castle-

interior.html 

 

3. Dragon’s den 

The cave that the legendary dragon inhabited leads down from Wawel Hill to the bank of the Vistula.  

 The legend says that the beast terrorised the locals and demanded offerings of cattle, though in an alternate 

version of the tale these were virgins. Not even the strongest of warriors could cope with the Wawel Dragon. It 

was defeated only by the smart shoemaker’s apprentice Skuba, who exploited the worst of the beast’s 

weaknesses – voracious gluttony. The boy placed a ram’s hide stuffed with sulphur in front of the entry to the 

cave, and the serpent swallowed it with glee. Soon the monster began to suffer horrible thirst: it was the 

sulphur burning his innards. He waddled out from his cave to the Vistula, and began to drink water, but could 

not quench the thirst. Dragons as it is known don’t give up easily, so he drank without a moment’s rest, quite 

forgetting himself until he burst! 

Source: http://www.krakow.travel/en/3-krakow-dragons-den 

https://wawel.krakow.pl/en 

 

4. A walking tour along the Old Town 

Walking along  Kanoniczna Street, Senacka Str., Grodzka Str. to  

the Main Square “Rynek” 

 

It is the largest medieval square in Europe. Measuring approximately 200 metres by 200 metres, it was 

laid out when the city received its charter in 1257. Unlike the Cloth Hall, he Town Hall and the town 

houses that border the square, the churches of St Mary and St Adalbert were built before the charter 

and so are not aligned with the sides of the Main Market Square. The vital addition to the square is the 

http://www.krakow.travel/en/3-krakow-dragons-den
https://wawel.krakow.pl/en
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monument of Adam Mickiewicz, (Polish poet and prophet), and designed in 1898 by Teodor Rygier. 

Looking at the restored colourful townhouses and mansions surrounding the square it is hard to 

believe that they are 500-600 years old. The Grey House (Szara Kamienica) at no. 6 deserves a closer 

look. Legend has it that it was donated by King Casimir the Great to his mistress, Sarah. The Pod 

Krzysztofory Palace at no. 35 is noteworthy as kings John Casimir, Michał Korybut Wisniowiecki and 

Duke Józef Poniatowski all stayed there at one time or other, and from it there is a wonderful 

panorama of the Main Market Square with St Mary's Church, the Town Hall Tower, Adam Mickiewicz's 

monument and the Cloth Hall. The Pod Baranami Palace (Rams' Palace) at no. 27 is the home of a 

popular cabaret. House No. 15 is renowned for its restaurant, Wierzynek, whose traditions go back to 

a famous feast held at the house in 1364. In September 2010 under the Main Market Square, the 

biggest European underground museum, with around 4,000m², containing a modern multimedia 

exhibition entitled 'Following the traces of Krakow's European identity' and a tourist route situated 

4metres below ground, was finally opened. 

Source: https://www.krakow.pl 

 

Source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Square,_Krak%C3%B3w 

 

5. Visiting  the St. Mary’s Basilica (Kościół Mariacki) 

Built in the 14th century, its foundations date back to the early 13th century and serve as one of the 

best examples of Polish Gothic architecture. Standing 80 m (262 ft) tall, it is particularly famous for its 

wooden altarpiece carved by Veit Stoss (Wit Stwosz). 

The altar of the Dormition of the Mother of God in St. Mary’s Basilica is one of the greatest late Gothic 

European masterpieces. The main altar of St. Mary’s Church in Kraków is decorated with an altarpiece 

by Veit  Stoss, which is called simply the Altar of Veit Stoss, the Altar of Dormition of the Mother of 

God, or St. Mary’s Altar. The work on the Altar of Veit Stoss continued from 1477 until 1489. The altar 

is made of three types of wood. The structure is made of hard oak, the background is made of lighter 

but equally as strong larch, while the figures are sculpted in soft and flexible linden. 

https://www.krakow.pl/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Square,_Krak%C3%B3w
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Source: http://mariacki.com/en/ 

 

On every hour, a trumpet signal—called the Hejnał mariacki—is played from the top of the taller of 

Saint Mary's two towers. The plaintive tune breaks off in mid-stream, to commemorate a famous 13th 

century trumpeter who was shot in the throat while sounding the alarm before a Mongl attack on the 

city. The noon-time hejnał is heard across Poland and abroad broadcast live by the Polish national 

Radio 1 Station. 

 

6. St. Florian's Gate   

Florian Gate is one of the best-known Polish Gothic towers, and a focal point of Kraków's Old Town. It 

was built about the 14th century as a rectangular Gothic tower of "wild stone",part of the city 

fortifications against Turkish attack. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Florian%27s_Gate 

 

The tower, first mentioned in 1307, had been built as part of a protective rampart around Kraków 

after the Tatar attack of 1241 which destroyed most of the city. The permit for the construction of new 

http://mariacki.com/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Florian%27s_Gate
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city defenses featuring stone watchtowers, fortified gates and a moat was issued by Prince Leszek II 

the Black in 1285. The gate named after St. Florian became the main entryway to the Old Town. It was 

connected by a long bridge to the circular barbican (Barbakan) erected of brick on the other side of the 

moat. 

 Source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Florian%27s_Gate 

 

The route: 

 

The total time of sightseeing depends on the attractions the group wants to see.  It is assumed to last 

about 4 hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Florian%27s_Gate

